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Introduction

• Casefinding 
• Definition

• Purpose

• Methods

• Sources vs Resources

• Reportable Cancer Conditions

• Non-Reportable Conditions

• Ambiguous Terminology
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What is Cancer 
Casefinding?  

Process of  identifying all reportable cases through review 
of  source documents and case listings.  
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Purpose of Casefinding:

• Assure that every cancer case has been reported

• Avoid over-counting & under-counting cases

• Monitor multiple primaries

• Document completeness of  your registry 
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Casefinding Methods:

• Active - registry personnel screen source 
documents

• Passive - other health care professionals 
notify registrar of  potential cases

• Combination
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Casefinding Sources 

Inpatient
Clinics

Outpatient (ED, Imaging)
Treatment Centers

Hospitals
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Casefinding Sources 

Treatment Centers
Physician Offices

Path Labs  
Death Certificates

Bordering State Registry

Central 
Registry



Casefinding 
Source Documents
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• Pathology/Cytology/Autopsy Reports - Epath
• Disease Index
• Radiation Therapy Logs
• ChemoRx/Outpatient Logs
• Radiology
• Admission/Discharge Documents
• Surgery Schedules
• Nuclear Medicine
• Pain Clinic Logs
• Autopsy Reports



Electronic Pathology Reporting

• AKA Epath

• Web-based; access from home

• Covers approximately 98% of  Kentucky path 
reports (both hospital and free-standing labs) 
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Access to Epath…



Web Portal 



Inside Epath



Case Finding List



Searching Web Reports



Web Treatment Report
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Casefinding 
Resources
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• Reportable list of  cancers

• ICD-O-3 purple book

• ICD-10 code book

• Solid Tumor Coding Rules

• Hematopoietic Database

• Master patient list

• KCR Casefinding Rules 



Reportable ICD-10 codes

www.kcr.uky.edu/manuals/cpdms-
help/cpdms.htm

Note: If  you have been using casefinding lists, i.e., 
disease index, be sure to visit the link above for 
the most up to date list of  reportable ICD10 
codes.  

20

http://www.kcr.uky.edu/manuals/cpdms-help/cpdms.htm


Hematopoietic Manual & Database



What is “Reportable”?

• Carcinomas, sarcomas, melanomas, leukemia, 
lymphomas, etc. 

• Behavior code /0 benign or /1 borderline for 
primary intracranial and  CNS tumors only 
(9580/0)

• Behavior code /2 In situ or /3 Invasive for other 
sites (8500/2 or 8500/3)

• Metastatic tumors
22



Ambiguous Terminology

Terms diagnostic of  cancer with 
Apparent(ly) Appears
Compatible with Comparable with
Consistent with Favor(s)
Most likely Malignant  appearing
Presumed Probable
Suspect(ed) Suspicious (for)
Typical of



Reportable (cont’d)
Intraepithelial neoplasia [these examples are not a complete list]:

• Vagina  (VAIN III) 

• Vulva (VIN III)

• Anus/Anal Canal    (AIN III) 

• Laryngeal (LIN III)

• Lobular neoplasia (LN III) (breast)

• Lobular intraepithelial (LIN III) (breast)

• Pancreas (PanIN III)

• SIN III – excluding cervix

• Penile (PeIN III)
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Not Reportable

• Cervix    - In-situ (IS) or cervical 
intraepithelial neoplasia (CIN III) or 
SIN III (applies only to cervix)

• Prostate - prostatic intraepithelial 
neoplasia (PIN III)



Reportable - Mucosal Skin Sites

Following sites are reportable for skin malignancies:

 Lip (C00.0-C00.9)
 Anus or Anal Canal (C21.0-C21.1)
 Vagina (C52.9)
 Vulva (C51.0-C51.9)
 Clitoris (C51.2)
 Penis (C60.0-60.9)
 Scrotum (C63.2)



Not Reportable Skin Sites

Skin cancers (C44.0 – C44.9):ICD0-3 Code Histological Term
8000-8005 Malignant Neoplasm, NOS

8010-8046 Epithelial Carcinomas

8050-8084 Papillary and Squamous Cell 
Carcinomas

8090-8110 Basal Cell Carcinomas

8077 Perianal skin



REMEMBER: 

Careful screening leads to 
better casefinding!!!

Compare potential new cases to 
CPDMS to determine if cases are new 

patients &/or new primaries.



Look closely for these...
Cancer cases diagnosed and/or treated in your facility.

Typically you will NOT abstract:

• Consultations ONLY

• 2nd opinions ONLY

• Transient care ONLY

• Hx of  cancer ONLY



What if you find these?
• Pathology or cytology reports for specimens sent from 

MD office or other outside facility to your hospital that 
indicates malignancy but no treatment at your hospital

Send copy of  report + facesheet to 
KCR
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http://cypressnorth.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/mission-completed.jpg



Casefinding Complete . . .

Is case 
reportable 

by you?

Add case to  
suspense list 

*Add case to 
non-reportable 

list

YES

NO * Remember to include 
enough info to remind you 
why case was not 
reportable in the event of an 
audit.



How soon must cases be 
reported?

• Within 6 months from date of initial 
diagnosis OR first date physically seen at the 
reporting facility.  

• If seen on outpatient basis only, outpatient 
date is considered the date of first contact.  



Casefinding Audits…

• Complete case ascertainment for 
reporting facilities

• Performed by Central Registry 
Annually



Pathology

Disease Index

ICD-O 3

XRT and 
Chemo 
Logs

RPT List

ICD-10

Casefinding

http://www.presentationmagazine.com/powerpoint-jigsaw-puzzle-1942.htm



In Conclusion...

• Take advantage of  your resources and source 
documents.

• If  a case is not reportable by you, but is 
incident to the state - please forward to KCR.

http://diamonddreambuilders.com/wp-content/uploads/2011
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